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Senator Kushner, Representative Porter, Senator Sampson, Representative Arora 
and members of the Labor Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit 

testimony.  My name is John Cattelan and I represent the Connecticut Alliance of 
YMCAs.  The Alliance represents 21 YMCAs across the state of Connecticut.  

 
I am submitting testimony today on SB 312, An Act Concerning the Expansion of 

Connecticut Paid Sick Days.  We have concerns regarding the timing of this 
legislation, because of the significant disruption our YMCAs have faced during the 

past two years.   
 

We ask that you recognize the financial burden this proposal could place on our 

non-profit organization.  The YMCAs in Connecticut have been under an enormous 
amount of financial stress during the past two years.   YMCAs across Connecticut 

have incurred $25 million in financial losses during the pandemic.     
 

We had to close our facilities for three months and since we have been allowed to 
reopen only fifty to seventy percent of our members have returned.   We were not 

allowed to open our residential camps during the summer of 2020, resulting in 
significant financial loss.  We have had to limit the number of children that are 

allowed to attend our childcare programs because of a lack of staff.   
 

Connecticut’s YMCAs have also had to invest a significant amount of funds, despite 
our decreasing revenue, in PPE and other safety measures in order to ensure the 

safety of children and our members.     
 

In addition, we would like to share with members of this Committee that during 

the past twenty years, YMCA child development centers have received one rate 
increase of three percent for Care4Kids and School Readiness.  During that same 

time, the minimum wage has increased by over 50% and our costs have risen by 
50%.  
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Child development programs are already unaffordable and increasing our costs will 
be make the children care system significantly more expensive.  We will have no 

other choice but to ask families to pay more for their childcare.  
 

We will respectively request that if legislation continues to be implemented in 
Connecticut that increases our costs, that our reimbursement for childcare 

programs also increase at the same rate.  
 

I’m sure every member of this committee is aware of the struggles the non-profit 
community is facing.  Now is not the time to pass this legislation because of the 

financial impact it will have on Connecticut’s YMCAs.  We would suggest discussion 
of this proposal be delayed until Connecticut is fully recovered from the negative 

impacts of the pandemic.    
 


